Your address
Dear name of your MP
Concerns about the destitution of asylum seekers

I have been using the ‘Love Life Live Lent 2’ booklet produced by Birmingham Anglican Diocese and reading information about the destitution of asylum seekers.

I am concerned that all support is being withdrawn for asylum seekers who are refused asylum by the Home Office.  Many of these asylum seekers arrived in Britain seeking a safe place to live following persecution in his or her home country.  I was shocked to discover that in Britain in the 21st century, government policy allows vulnerable people to become destitute, most especially for those cases where the British government is unable to return the ‘failed asylum seeker’ to their home country. 
I also support Church Action on Poverty's Living Ghosts campaign which aims to end the needless destitution of people seeking asylum.  I believe that the principle of `work for those who can, support for those who can't' should extend to everyone in the UK, including people seeking asylum, as this would stop many asylum seekers from falling into destitution.
I also support Still Human Still Here, a new campaign launched by several agencies which calls the government to:
End the threat and use of destitution as a tool of Government policy against refused asylum seekers

Continue financial support and accommodation to refused asylum seekers as provided during the asylum process and grant permission to work until such a time as they have left the UK or have been granted leave to remain.
Continue to provide full access to health care and education throughout the same period.

I am aware that coverage in the tabloid press and general public opinion is very negative towards asylum seekers.  I am writing to let you know that some people hold very different views. I am concerned about the plight of destitute asylum seekers and want to see moves taken to provide them with the basic needs of food and accommodation or the right to work.   

Could you please let me know of any action you have taken yourself on these issues? Could you please raise my concerns with John Reid MP, the Home Secretary and Liam Byrne MP, the Immigration Minister?
I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Your name

